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projects, or materials he is gathering for use in his project.13
In the home-living activities, pupils frequently have several
projects concurrently, and the folder is convenient for the
safekeeping of plans and records. There is danger, however,
in an over-emphasis on written appraisals, valuable as they are
in teaching pupils to organize and to express themselves in
writing. Records should be kept in proportion to other tools
of learning.
Methods of marking change. Judgment indicates the de-
sirability of initiating changes in the marking system only
after the purpose of the change is understood, and then mak-
ing changes gradually. Some schools have moved from the
letter, percentile ranking, or other grading plan toward stating
progress that has been made in specific goals, via the satisfac-
tory-unsatisfactory, or other indefinite indicators. A method
which gives a picture of degrees of progress is to state what
each child has accomplished and what seems to be the cause
of difficulties the child has, and to make suggestions for future
experiences, instruction, and guidance the home might give.
The newer system of marking and reporting is, admittedly,
more complicated than the former numerical or letter marks.
Teachers and parents who are convinced of its worth and
practicability are experimenting with report forms which
allow space for written descriptions and recommendations.
Parents who have been cooperative in introducing marking
and reporting in terms of what has been learned have ex-
pressed satisfaction with the new system. Others undoubt-
edly will approve if the school assists them to think in terms
of objectives rather than grades. Certain schools have used
special bulletins to parents on topics relating to school expe-
riences, explaining the major goals of the school program for
the quarter, term, or year. A letter, preferably an informal
one, to parents explaining the recording and reporting system
should precede any radical changes. Certain schools have en-
couraged an exchange of reports with parents. In their letters
*s J. Wayne Wrightstone, Techniques for Measuring Newer Values in Edu-
cation, p. 523.